A single patent for the European single
market has been a policy goal for over four
decades. In December 2012, Member States
and the European Parliament agreed on a
new package of legislation in the form of
two Regulations for a Unitary Patent and an
international Agreement for a Unified Patent
Court, thereby laying the ground for
enhanced cooperation in unitary patent
protection between all but a few of the EU
Member States.
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There will be a new court with a Central
Division to be shared between Paris, London
and Munich:
• London - chemistry, pharmaceuticals;
human necessities;
• Munich - mechanical engineering;
• Paris - everything else.
This volume includes a brief commentary on
the structure, the legislation and the draft
Rules of Procedure of the Court, in their 15th
revision. Simple charts guide the reader
through the procedures. The Regulations,
Agreement and draft Rules are set out in
their entirety and indexed, to provide a
complete reference source.
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Once the Agreement and the Regulations
enter into force, it will be possible to obtain
a European patent with unitary effect - a
legal title ensuring uniform protection for an
invention across Member States on a
one-stop shop basis, providing huge cost
advantages and reducing administrative
burdens.
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